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Check out Assistant 
Mix Editor Kristyn 
Winch’s review of the 
new Devine Street ca-
sual dining restaurant.
See page 5
Columnist Stephen 
Barry lays out the dif-
fi culties surrounding a 
proposed Walmart for 
Assembly Street.
See page 4
Stephon Gilmore and 
Antonio Allen both 
hope to have raised 
their draft stocks on 
Wednesday.
See page 8
Burger Tavern 77 USC Pro DayWalmart challengesFriday
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Three to four times the amount 
o f  u ndercover  p o l ic e  w i l l  b e 
attending Saturday’s Carolina Cup, 
as estimated by the Kershaw County 
sheriff.
More than 65,000 people attend 
the steeplechase in Camden, S.C. 
Several offi cers from various police 
departments will be at the event, 
including the South Carolina Law 
Enforcement Division and USC’s 
Division of Law Enforcement and 
Safety, among other state police 
departments and sheriff’s offi ces.
Six offi cers from the university’s 
pol ice  depar t ment w i l l  at tend 
undercover — dressed in pla in 
clothes, according to USC’s Division 
of Law Enforcement and Safety 
Capt. Eric Grabski. 
“We want to go and assist in 
any way we can,” Grabsk i sa id. 
“Obviously we’re going there for 
alcohol enforcement.”
State agencies, including USCPD, 
SLED and the Highway Patrol, will 
be writing student conduct referrals 
for USC students who are caught 
violating the law, Grabski said.
In the past, underage attendees 
pa id “cooler carr iers” to br ing 
in coolers containing alcohol ic 
beverages. However, the Carolina 
Cup Racing Association suspended 
the practice two years ago and has 
not reinstated it, according to Capt. 
Mike Stone of the Camden Police 
Department. 
The execut ive director of the 
Carolina Cup Racing Association 
did not return calls made by The 
Daily Gamecock.
If underage students are caught 
with a cooler containing alcohol, 
they will be given a blue ticket and 
offi cers will confi scate the contents, 
said Kershaw County Sheriff Jim 
Matthews, who wil l have about 
40 off icers in attendance. If the 
underage students are drunk, they 
will be arrested, Matthews added. 
There were about 150 arrests last 
year, including those for minors in 
possession, public disorderly conduct 
and resisting arrests, Matthews said.
After the race Matthews warned 
there will be considerably more 
patrol vehicles for drunk drivers.
“ I  wou ld  h ig h l y  e nc ou r a g e 
somebody to be the Delta Delta — 
the designated driver,” Matthews 
said. 
USC’s United Way 
c a mp a ig n  h a s  b een 
working tirelessly over 
the past week and a half 
to raise money for the 
organization’s Midlands 
offi ce, and its organizers 
w i l l  soon k now how 
much their efforts have 
paid off.
The campaign, which 
began March 19 and 
ends today, has a goal of 
$140,000, a 35-percent 
increase compared to 
the amount donated by 
faculty and staff during 
the 2011 campaign. 
The amount raised will 
not be known until the 
campaign has finished. 
The results should be 
announced by the end 
of next week, according 
to Chris Byrd, USC’s 
vice president for human 
resources and this year’s 
cha i r per son for  t he 
university’s campaign. 
“We feel like we’ve 
done a good job getting 
word out  about  t he 
campaign, and we’re 
hopeful that it’ll be a 
success,” Byrd said.
He added t hat  13 
percent of USC faculty 
and staff donated in 2011.
“Our goal is a little 
bit of a st retch from 
last year, but we wanted 
to increase the rate of 
participation,” he said.
The campaign has a 
vocal supporter in the 
un iversit y President 
Harris Pastides. 
“If every ful l-t ime 
e m p l o y e e  o n  t h e 
Columbia campus gave 
just $2 per paycheck for 
the next year, we would 
su r pas s  ou r  goa l  of 
$140,000,” Pastides said 
in one of the campaign’s 
promotional videos. 
Pastides said he gives 
at the Tocqueville level 
each year. Tocqueville 
donors pledge at least 
$10,000 annually. 
B y r d  s a i d  t h e 
promotional videos, one 
of which features a USC 
student who mentors at 
the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of the Midlands, are part 
of the campaign’s efforts 
to recognize those who 
volunteer.
“This year, we tried 
to put a focus on people 
who not only support 
fi nancially but also give 
their time,” he said.
According to United 
Way ’s  web s i t e ,  t he 
org a n i z at ion  of fer s 
h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n 
and financial stability 
programs across the 
Undercover police presence to triple at Carolina Cup
Charity raises 
money for 
organizations
Cassie Cope
CCOPE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Columbia police identify 
armed robbery suspect
Justin L. Jones, 19 , has been identified by the 
Columbia Police Department as the fourth suspect 
in the robbery of two women on Blossom Street on 
March 16. 
Roger Rodriguez, 17,  Jaylen Jermaine Travis, 
18, and a juvenile relative of Travis’ have already 
been arrested and charged in the case for attempted 
murder, armed robbery and criminal conspiracy. 
The juvenile is expected to be tried as an adult along 
with the codefendants, and Jones is to face the same 
charges.
After their assailants fl ed the scene, the victims 
f lagged down a passing driver who followed the 
suspects toward the intersection of Devine and 
Heidt streets. At the intersection, shots were fi red 
— alledgedly by Jones — and hit the passenger side 
of the vehicle. The driver was not injured. 
Columbia Police Chief Randy Scott encourages 
those who may know the whereabouts of Jones to 
anonymously contact Crimestoppers through text, 
call or online submission. 
— Caroline Baity, The Daily Gamecock 
George Hinchcliffe / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Henry Fulmer has worked at the South Caroliniana 
Library for about 30 years. He started working 
there when he was a graduate student.
‘I walked in, and I’ve never walked out’
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
The South Caroliniana Library has seen 
a fair bit in its years, and for the last 30 or 
so, Henry Fulmer has been there with it.
Fulmer said he fi rst stepped foot in the 
Horseshoe building as a graduate student 
in 1979 or 1980 — he’s not sure which, 
though a curriculum vitae suggests it was 
1981. After years of passing it by as an 
undergraduate student; today, he’s the 
curator of its manuscripts division. 
“I actual ly came here work ing as a 
graduate student assistant, but that turned 
into one job after another after another,” 
Fulmer said. “I walked in, and I’ve never 
walked out.”
Speaking in a hushed tone, he stood 
in the library’s reading room Thursday 
afternoon under a tall cream ceiling with 
brick red trim and recalled when Pope 
John Paul II visited the Horseshoe in 1987 
and when the Secret Service secured the 
building and covered its tall windows in 
1983 for the arrival of President Ronald 
Reagan. 
But his anecdotes represent a sliver of 
the history to which the library has born 
witness since it was built in 1840, much of 
which correlates with the university’s own.
At its construction, the South Caroliniana 
Long-time librarian refl ects 
on his job, USC’s past  
Thad Moore
TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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University gives to 
United Way efforts
Katie West
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
USC will send six incognito oﬃ  cers 
to steeplechase in Camden, SC
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Summer Study 
In The Sun
Advance your academic progress without giving up your summer. 
Coastal Carolina University offers four flexible sessions for an array of
undergraduate, graduate and study abroad courses for both enrolled and
visiting students. The University’s close proximity to the Myrtle Beach
resort area allows for serious study without giving up opportunities for
summer jobs and summer fun.
?? ??????????(May 7 - June 1)
????????????(June 4 - July 6)
?????????????????(June 4 - July 24)
?????????????(July 9 - Aug. 10)
www.coastal.edu/summerstudy
For more information,
email summerstudy@coastal.edu.
T h e  O f f i c e  o f 
Mult icultural Student 
Affairs and EMPOWER 
co-hosted a d iversit y 
d i a l o g u e  T h u r s d a y 
to discuss the media’s 
infl uences on body image.
“ T h e  g o a l  o f  t h e 
dialogues is to promote 
social justice and to get 
college students thinking 
about diversity and social 
justice issues,” said Marcy 
Laboss iere ,  g raduate 
assistant for social justice 
and diversity education . 
“It’s important for them 
to  u nder s t a nd  t he i r 
thoughts and perceptions 
in an increasingly diverse 
society.”
L a b o s s i e r e  b e g a n 
by explaining society’s 
concept of body image.
“Females have to be 
thin and pret t y to be 
confi dent and smart,” she 
said. “Males have to be 
muscular and fi t in order 
to be successful.”
This concept of body 
image is cont inuously 
reinforced in the media.
“The media promotes 
perfection in body image 
the way we current ly 
perceive it by publicizing 
images, documents and 
videos that focus on this 
image,” she said. “People 
should focus on being 
healthy instead.”
After an introduction, 
students d iv ided into 
small groups to analyze 
different forms of media. 
“They seem like one 
t y pe of person,” sa id 
A nt hony  Su l l i va n ,  a 
second-year pol it ica l 
science student . “They 
have the same body type 
and size. It seemed like 
it was tailored to slender 
people.”
Rebecca Duensing, 
a  second-year  spor t s 
management st udent , 
c o m m e n t e d  o n  t h e 
portrayal of women in 
magazines.
“All of the magazines 
have very tiny girls,” she 
said. “It gives girls this 
idea that their body is not 
good enough.”
Students were prompted 
to analyze the pictures 
further and comment on 
the negative effects. One 
group paused on a makeup 
ad of a nude young woman 
in a snow globe.
“Women are oftentimes 
objectifi ed in society, and 
this girl has been turned 
into an objec t ,”  sa id 
Dominick Donaldson, 
a fourth-year polit ical 
sc ience student. “She 
h a s  no  cont ro l  over 
her surroundings. She 
ha s  been complete ly 
Photoshopped to remove 
blemishes.”
Students in attendance 
expressed what messages 
t he y  f e l t  t he  me d i a 
presented concerning 
body image.
“All this stuff is geared 
toward able-bodied people 
w it hout d isabi l it ies ,” 
Donaldson said. “They 
c a p i t a l i z e  o n  y o u r 
insecurities.”
Laboss iere  adv i sed 
s t ude nt s  o n  how  t o 
overcome and ignore the 
images portrayed in the 
media.
“ Tr y  to  b e  i n  t he 
m i ndset  of  s toppi ng 
comparing yourself to 
ot hers ,” she sa id.  “I f 
you travel around the 
world and observe other 
cultures, you would see 
that not all societies think 
of beauty the way America 
does.”
W hile stereot ypical 
p o r t r a y a l s  o f  b o d y 
image exist in the media, 
Anthony Gomez, a third-
yea r  ps ycholog y a nd 
Spanish student, believes 
the media are trying to 
incorporate campaigns 
geared toward promoting 
natural beauty.
“In the past all you saw 
in magazines was a skinny 
body f rame,”  Gomez 
said. “I feel like now we 
have moved towards the 
natural look. Dove, for 
example, uses people that 
they find to represent a 
natural beauty for their 
campaign.” 
country. Locally, it provides fi nancial support to 
more than 80 partner agencies, including the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of the Midlands, Girl Scouts of 
South Carolina and Habitat for Humanity. 
Byrd said the money raised from the USC 
campaign stays in the Midlands to support regional 
programs.
Stephanie Hoyt, a second-year international 
business, marketing and management student and 
president of USC’s Student United Way , said the 
student organization will be making a contribution 
to the campaign with money raised at its Occupy 
Greene Street fundraiser last week.
“I am passionate about United Way because 
Columbia is such a great city, and it gives me a 
chance to give back to the Midlands area,” Hoyt 
said. “I feel as if I am really making a difference 
and changing people’s lives.”
According to USC’s United Way Campaign 
website, donations can be earmarked for the 
United Way’s Community Impact programs or 
for a specifi c partner agency . Students, faculty and 
staff who are still interested in pledging to the 
campaign can do so for the remainder of the day at 
uway.org/usc. 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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Students discuss
stereotypes at 
Diversity Dialogue 
Priyanka Juneja
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Nicole DeBartolo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Students explained the messages they felt the media send concerning body image.
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was the only library at 
the school, then South 
C a r o l i n a  C ol le g e , 
and housed all of the 
college’s collections. 
Today, it’s the oldest 
freestanding college 
l ibra r y s t i l l  i n  u se 
in the country, and 
it represents a niche 
within the university’s 
library system.
The bu i ld ing has 
seen marked change, 
t hough,  even s ince 
Fulmer arrived.
“ I  remember  t he 
years when protocol 
f o r  p e o p l e  d o i n g 
research was different 
from what we’d expect 
today,” he said. “We’ve 
had people who are 
v e r y  w e l l - k n o w n 
academic researchers 
w ho  c a m e  i n  w ho 
were allowed to smoke 
around materials they 
were  u s i ng  a nd  to 
bring their pet dogs 
in.”
Today, the library’s 
second f loor f loods 
with sunlight, hushed 
conversation and, in 
a sign of the t imes, 
t he  s t e ad y  t ap  o n 
keyboards, and, with 
the updated protocol, 
on ly  penc i l s  — no 
pens — are al lowed 
around documents.
But  t he  bu i ld i ng 
has also seen — and 
a v o i d e d  —  m o r e 
format ive moments 
in the South and the 
capital’s history.
Dur ing t he Civ i l 
War, for example, as 
Columbia was ravaged 
by bat t le and Gen. 
Wil l iam Sherman’s 
f ires, the l ibrary — 
and the Horseshoe — 
was spared, perhaps, 
Fulmer said, because 
o f  r u m o r s  t h a t  i t 
w a s  i n f e c t e d  w i t h 
smallpox. 
That’s of particular 
interest  to Fu lmer, 
who said he’s worked 
heav i ly w ith and is 
especially fascinated 
by the library’s Civil 
War collections.
“You realize that it 
was a nat ion at war 
with itself — literally 
b r o t h e r  a g a i n s t 
brot her,  household 
against household,” 
h e  s a i d .  “ E n e m y 
encampments would 
be across a creek or 
a st ream f rom each 
other, and yet they 
were forbidden from 
speak ing with each 
other. I think that’s 
o n e  o f  t h e  r e a l l y 
poignant things that’s 
pointed out.”
That point and other 
lessons t hroughout 
h i s t o r y ,  F u l m e r 
believes, are illustrated 
within the library.
“The other th ing 
that really comes alive 
here in collections is 
that human nature is 
the same regardless 
o f  t he  c e nt u r y  i n 
American studies that 
you look at,” he said. 
“The motivations that 
people have today, the 
things they confi de to 
electronic messages is 
exactly what you find 
i n  people’s  pr ivate 
writ ings in previous 
centuries.” 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let 
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will 
print the correction in our next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew poi nt s  page i s  to s t imu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
L e t t e r s  a n d  g u e s t  c o l u m n s 
should be submit ted v ia emai l to 
ga mecocked itor @sc .edu.  Let ter s 
must be 200 to 300 words in length 
and include the author’s name, year in 
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Media distort real facts of Martin shooting
News sources play on tensions, emotions
to increase hype surrounding attack
Megastore could worsen ﬂ oods, traﬃ  c
Stephen 
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Second-year 
broadcast 
journalism 
student
Proposed Walmart will
upend infrastructure
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Letter: Mandate
poses dangers
to indebted US 
In response to Wednesday’s 
column “Americans deserve 
health care as right,” I thought 
it was important that the readers 
hear both sides of the argument.
The f ramers of  t he U.S. 
Constitution wrote very precisely 
what the federal government 
may and may not do; we now 
know these responsibilities as 
the enumerated powers. While 
t hese powers do a l low t he 
federal government to regulate 
commerce, they do not allow 
the government to create it 
and force people into it. Many 
people in favor of the legislation 
point back to the founding of 
a national bank as a precedent 
for creating commerce, but the 
federal government did not force 
people to partake in the banking 
industry.
In the column, the writer talks 
about the act’s positive results, but 
fails to mention the far greater 
negat ives. For example, the 
government already takes money 
from us to pay for Medicare 
programs — programs that will 
soon be bankrupt and are so 
mismanaged that by expanding 
their role in health care we are 
endangering our population.
Another thing that is not to 
be overlooked is the price tag on 
Obamacare. The Congressional 
Budget Offi ce now has come out 
and says that Obamacare’s cost 
will be twice that of the initial 
estimate. This makes it $2 trillion 
over 10 years , something our 
fragile economy cannot afford.
The last and maybe the scariest 
part of this whole debate is the 
changing relationship between 
the pr ivate cit izen and the 
government. Former President 
John F. Kennedy famously said, 
“Ask not what your country can 
do for you — ask what you can 
do for your country.” Now that 
very president’s party is creating 
a state that is no longer built 
on personal responsibility — 
something our country cannot 
afford.
— Craig Erickson, second-year 
political science student 
Thankfully, I was not in Columbia 
for  t he  appa rent ly  tor rent ia l 
downpour that st ruck the cit y 
Saturday night, last ing into the 
following Sunday morning . The 
storm shut down numerous streets on 
campus and caused costly property 
damage.
C o lu mb i a  i s ,  o f 
course, no stranger to 
heavy storms. We all 
remember last summer 
when a storm flooded 
t he Lof t s  at  USC , 
sweeping cars away 
and damaging students 
apartments. The main 
problem the city faces 
with these storms is the 
lack of natural drainage 
that is  essent ia l  to 
preventing fl ooding. 
The only natural drainage system 
in Columbia is the Rocky Branch 
Creek, near the old baseball stadium 
— right smack dab where a proposed 
Walmart will stand. 
The last t ime members of the 
Columbia City Council debated the 
issue, they decided it would be wise 
to commission a study to research 
the ef fects major construct ion 
would have on the waterway. The 
study is due to be completed in the 
coming weeks; however, it may take 
more time to analyze the results. 
This problem should be of very 
high concern for city officials; the 
f looding last weekend should be a 
clear reminder to all of us of the 
precarious situation our city is in 
when it comes to severe weather and 
its effects. If the study does fi nd that 
the construction of a Walmart near 
the Rocky Branch Creek increases 
the likelihood of severe fl ooding and 
more damage to city, university and 
student property, then the idea should 
be dropped immediately.
There are a couple of questions and 
possible problems that the council 
has yet to address, a few of which I 
am sure many students could guess 
without hesitation.
As any student knows, the train 
system in Columbia is not conducive 
to the construction of a Walmart on 
South Assembly Street. Let us all 
just take a minute to try and imagine 
a normal day on South Assembly: 
students running late for class as 
they try to make their way from off-
campus housing, or trains blocking 
key intersections and high-volume 
lanes. Add to that mix crazy Walmart 
traf f ic with customers f ight ing 
each other to get in or out of the 
superstore. It would be absurd. 
And don’t even think about what a 
Carolina–Clemson Saturday would 
look like; it would be a nightmare.
I understand that the construction 
of this Walmart would make it 
incredibly convenient for students to 
shop for groceries, but before anyone 
makes any hasty decisions the council 
must explore any and all consequences 
that might affect the functionality of 
the city’s infrastructure. We have 
to demand that something be done 
about the possible drainage issues as 
well as the traffic concerns before 
we end up comfortably agreeing to a 
Walmart that — while convenient in 
the short term — can only add to a 
long list of problems plaguing the city 
in the long term. 
Trayvon Martin is the name on the t ip of 
America’s tongue. Our own president expressed 
his sentiments on the situation, and the Black 
Panthers put out a $10,000 reward for the capture 
of George Zimmerman, the man whom many have 
accused of killing Martin in cold blood . It seems 
as though the entire nation has mobilized itself 
against a specific image of Zimmerman, one in 
which the facts of the incident are presented as a 
racially induced hate crime perpetuated against an 
innocent young man at the hands of a racist. But 
polarizing events such as these further emphasize 
the necessity of skepticism.
The unfortunate fact about humans is that 
we are gullible. People are suckered into Ponzi 
schemes, too-good-to-be true medical hoaxes and 
dangerous self-destructive cults. It is a bad idea 
to trust yourself totally to believe you have it “all 
figured out.” When emotions are involved, it is 
critical not to allow your prejudice and fears cloud 
your judgment.
America is capitalist ic, which means news 
corporations must necessarily gain 
readers to stay in business. Get people 
talking about something like a race-
induced hate crime and you’ve got a 
great recipe for a month’s worth of 
revenue with hundreds of thousands 
of readers or viewers hanging on 
any new detail or opinion column 
that comes out. The newspapers 
have absolutely sensationalized this 
event and in a majority of cases have 
presented a one-sided story.
For example, Zimmerman is not 
entirely white; he is the son of a Peruvian mother 
and a non-Latino father. Yet in a majority of 
newspaper publications Zimmerman’s “whiteness” 
is the focal point of his race. Zimmerman speaks 
Spanish, has African-American family members 
and even mentored African-American children . 
Zimmerman’s father stated, “The media portrayal 
of George as a racist could not be further from the 
truth.” Details such as these are rarely present in 
front-page articles.
Multiple witnesses have also corroborated 
Zimmerman’s recounting of events with Martin as 
the aggressor. The anonymous witness, identifi ed 
as “John,” reported seeing Zimmerman on the 
ground in a red sweater, being pummeled in the 
head by Martin.  Yet no one seems to want to say 
these things or talk about them.
Do I, or does anyone else, know what really 
happened ? No. And that is where we should 
comfortably stop ourselves, relying on skepticism 
until the truth comes out. Is it right to be outraged 
at a race-fueled hate crime? Absolutely. Is that what 
happened, or is the media sensationalizing the facts 
it wants to focus on? Have news sources left proper 
rational judgment by the wayside for the benefi t 
of a few extra bucks? In the spirit of that same 
skepticism, I’ll let you decide. 
Carolina Cup is back this weekend, to the 
excitement of steeplechase fans everywhere. 
Which is, of course, the event’s main appeal 
to USC students, and not the extensive 
alcohol use — and abuse — that goes on 
at the track. When will the chaos that is 
bourgeois horse 
racing end?
Sarcasm aside, 
Carol ina Cup 
i s  n o t o r i o u s 
for its student 
d r i n k i ng ;  for 
certain groups 
t he  d r i n k i ng 
i s  more  t ha n 
expected — it is 
a rite of passage.
T h i s  y e a r , 
state and local police hope to rein in that 
tradition by nearly quadrupling officer 
presence at the race. USC’s own officers 
will be undercover, and police throughout 
the track will be instructed to keep a strict 
lookout for underage drinking. Despite 
how traditional the event has become, law 
enforcement agencies aren’t taking any 
chances, and students shouldn’t either.
While it isn’t always the most popular 
thing to say, excessive drinking does not 
make an event fun or memorable — in fact, 
it usually does quite the opposite. Students 
shouldn’t feel pressured by the expectations 
of the event to celebrate beyond their limits 
or even celebrate at all. Given the very real 
dangers that drinking leads to, the stigma 
that comes with just saying “no” to the hand 
offering you the Solo cup should finally 
disappear.
However, in the highly likely event 
that attendees do decide to drink, we can 
only wish they do so with some amount of 
responsibility. Travel with friends you trust; 
have someone — you or a friend — volunteer 
to be the designated driver both to and from 
the race. Regardless of the event — be it a 
house party or watching thin-limbed jockeys 
hold on to a horse for dear life — USC 
students should ultimately exercise as much 
caution as possible when it comes to alcohol 
use. 
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With ’80s pop tunes by the 
l ikes of Bi l ly Joel pumping 
through the speakers, it’s clear 
just from walking through the 
doors of Burger Tavern 77 that 
the restaurant has atmosphere.
The casual dining joint, which 
opened in early February, is 
located on Devine Street and 
just a short drive from Five 
Points. Burger Tavern 77’s menu 
boasts 77 unique burger topping 
options, as well as 26 draft beer 
options. 
From a laid-back lunch for two 
to dinner and a round of drinks 
w ith a bigger crew, Burger 
Tavern 77 is a prime location 
for all types of get-togethers. 
Restaurant seating ranges from 
cozy booths and tall four-top 
tables to stools at the well-
stocked bar. The eatery also has 
outdoor seating at umbrella-
shaded tables, perfect for the 
warm spring weather that has 
taken over Columbia in the past 
few weeks.
With the food’s name in its 
title, it’s obvious that burgers 
are this restaurant’s speciality. 
Diners can choose from one 
of nine “Tavern Tradit ions,” 
i nc lud i n g  t he  C h a r le s t on 
(topped with pimento cheese and 
pecan-smoked bacon), the Santa 
Fe (seasoned with a blend of 
Southwest spices and topped with 
guacamole, pepper jack cheese 
and homemade chipotle mayo) 
and the Pub 77 (topped with a 
fried egg, pecan-smoked bacon, 
honey ham, cheddar cheese and 
pickled Jalapeno peppers), served 
on a white or whole wheat bun or 
onion roll. All Tavern Traditions 
are priced at $9.50 and served 
with a dill pickle spear and so 
many seasoned JoJo fries in a tin 
cup that they spill onto the plate 
(customers can substitute a side 
salad for an additional $1 charge). 
If those combinations don’t 
impress, the restaurant offers 
the option to create your own 
custom burger for $10, including 
up to four “tantalizing toppers” 
(additional toppings are $0.50 
each, and “premium toppings” 
like honey ham, fried shrimp, 
chili and pecan-smoked bacon 
cost $1 each). Baby spinach, 
caramelized onions, pineapple 
salsa, alfalfa sprouts, JoJo fries, 
carrot strings and roasted red 
peppers are just a few of Burger 
Tavern 77’s topping options. 
Diners can choose their meat, 
too, with the option to order 
a veggie burger or crab cake 
sandwich with any of the same 
burger toppings.
In addition to the seemingly 
endless burger options, Burger 
Taver n  77  s er ve s  up  fou r 
dif ferent “chicken burgers,” 
which are 6 -ounce ch icken 
breast  sandw iches l i ke t he 
Devine chicken burger (grilled 
chicken breast with an apple 
and dried cherry chutney, goat 
cheese crumbles and Ice Wine 
Vinegar–spritzed alfalfa sprouts) 
and the double pepper chicken 
(seasoned and grilled chicken 
breast topped with peppered 
bacon,  melted pepper  jack 
cheese, Haas avocados and Dijon 
honey mustard). All four chicken 
burgers are also $9.50 and come 
with a pickle and JoJo fries. 
For  Bu rg er  Taver n  77 ’s 
vegetarian diners, the restaurant 
offers four salad options: the 77 
cobb, the spinach, the PGS 77 
salad (mixed greens tossed with 
Ice Wine Vinaigrette, pistachio-
c r u s t e d  g o a t  c h e e s e  a n d 
marinated strawberries) and the 
grilled Caesar (not with grilled 
chicken — the romaine lettuce 
is lightly grilled). Appetizers like 
pub pretzels with beer cheese 
dipping sauce, The coastal fried 
shrimp and crab cake plate and 
S.O.B. cheese sticks (made with 
pepper jack cheese and covered 
in tricolor tortilla chip breading) 
are also great menu options for 
It ’s a night at the 
opera — with a touch 
of bit ing wit, smart 
humor and f looring 
student-led talent.
And there’s a little 
19th-century history 
p e p p e r e d  w i t h  a 
stance for women’s 
rights, making for the 
best kind of on-stage 
performance comedy.
O p e r a  a t  U S C 
i s  s h o w c a s i n g  i t s 
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Everything you need to know about 
this week in arts and entertainment
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Devine Street eatery serves up 
traditional American fare 
with tasty twist on toppings
Kristyn Winch
KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Burger Tavern 77, which opened in February, is just a short drive from 
Five Points. The restaurant’s menu boasts 77 different burger toppings.
One-act operas showcase student talent
‘Rita,’ ‘Pepito’ 
hit USC stage
Chloe Gould
CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
OPERA ● 6
BURGER ● 6
“Hunger Games” 
makes more than 
$150 million in 
opening weekend 
The odds were definitely in 
the movie’s favor. It broke the 
record for highest midnight 
gross for a non-sequel.
Whoopi Goldberg 
to guest star on 
Fox’s “Glee” 
Hallelujah! Maybe she’ll 
do a repr ise of  some 
“Sister Act” songs.
Lindsay Lohan 
ends her formal 
probation 
Let’s all watch and see 
how long her so-called 
“comeback” will last.
Fergie says “no” 
to “X-Factor” 
Makes sense, since she 
“isn’t” a washed-out pop 
idol desperately clinging 
to her last bit of fame.
Bobby Brown faces 
DUI charges 
Based on his track record, I 
think I can offi cially say that 
nobody should be surprised.
“Anchorman” sequel 
confi rmed 
Odds are that this will end up 
like “The Hangover Part II” 
— not as funny the second 
time around.
Michael Bay makes 
“Ninja Turtles” aliens 
in upcoming movie 
Leave it to Michael Bay to 
take our beloved childhood 
memories and completely 
r u i n  t h e m ,  a  l a  t h e 
“Transformers” franchise. 
11 a.m. – 11 p.m. Sunday 
through Wednesday
11 a.m. – 2 a.m. Thursday 
through Saturday
Burger Tavern 77
2631 Devine St.
Not your average burger joint
Kelsey Kish (left), 
Jared Ice (right) 
and Daniel Gainey 
star in Opera at 
USC’s “Rita” and 
“Pepito,” running 
March 31 and 
April 1.
Courtesy of Sandy Andrews
“There is no sincerer love than the love of food.”
— George Bernard Shaw 
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vegetarians.
Burger Tavern 77’s portions are generous, and 
customers may not even won’t have room for desserts 
like apple pie  or raspberry cheesecake (some diners 
may even opt to bring home half of their burgers for 
a late-night snack or next-day meal).
Parking is limited at the restaurant, and customers 
must exercise caution when entering and exiting the 
lot, as there isn’t much space for two cars to go in 
opposite directions. Parking lines come dangerously 
close to the outdoor tables, so when the place is 
packed, it’s important to be aware of cars coming 
and going. 
Burger Tavern 77 isn’t your ordinary casual dining 
restaurant, and the menu items are far from fast 
food fare. If you’re craving a fi lling, uniquely crafted 
burger, this is the place to go.
Burger Tavern 77 is open from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Sunday through Wednesday and 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. 
Thursday through Saturday. 
“Evening of One Acts” this weekend, featuring 
“Rita” and “Pepito.” The two student-directed 
one-act operas shine light on USC vocalists, 
as well as student designers and theater crew 
members in their stories of empowered and 
oppressed women in the 19th century.
“Both of these plays were written in the 
mid-19th  century when women didn’t really 
have a strong say in what was going on their 
lives. They really took a backseat to men,” said 
Alex Cammarota, an opera theatre directing 
graduate student and director of both one acts.
The fi rst of the two operas, “Rita,” follows 
the love triangle of an abusive wife, Rita, and 
her estranged fi rst husband Gasaparo — who 
was believed to be dead — and current, abused 
husband Beppe. Both Rita and Gasaparo 
believe the other is dead, hoping to move on 
from a broken, loveless marriage.
After the fi ght for an eternal union with Rita, 
which really amounts to a twisted, obligatory 
game of “rock, paper, scissors,” Gasaparo 
tricks Beppe into staying with his battered 
wife-turned-abuser.
“R it a ,”  a l so  k now n a s  “ T he  Beaten 
Husband,” was written in 1841 by Gaetano 
Donizetti and will be sung in Italian with 
English supertitles . 
And “Pepito” adds another language to the 
mix: French. 
“Pepito” by Jacques Offenbach follows 
Manuelita, her fiance Pepito and her star-
crossed childhood love Miguel. It broaches a 
19th-century date rape, adding to the back-
and-forth of both shows take on the strong, 
outspoken woman.
“Both are comedies, and so really what I 
went for is girl power,” Cammarota said. “The 
women are really the strongest characters of 
both of these operas, and they really win out 
in the end.”
Opera at USC holds the one-act operas 
every year, showcasing these rooted, vocal 
performances in a very student-centered way.
“They’re real ly a chance to a l low the 
directing students to shine and have experience 
before t hey go out in t he rea l  world,” 
Cammarota said.
Cammarota has been able to direct both of 
the operas this year, adding an overarching 
grassroots feel to the whole production.
“My director has been essentially hands-off,” 
Cammarota said. “She’s been there to guide 
me and polish the fi nished product, but she’s 
really let me take the reins.”
The four cast members in “Rita,” as well 
as the three leads — one vocalist is double 
cast — in “Pepito” are also students. And Jaci 
Michaelson, a third-year athletic training 
student,  is designing the costumes for the 
weekend production.
It’s an oxymoron, to the untrained classical 
music critic, in its delivery: a comedic opera. 
It’s every part of up-and-coming vocal talent 
infused into two classic one-acts that lend 
themselves to historically old humor.
“They’re slapstick,” Cammarota said. “You 
rarely fi nd these kind of slapstick operas.”
And another perk to the two weekend shows? 
They’re free. 
But seat ing is l imited, so attendees are 
encouraged to arrive early. 
The two performances will be on Saturday 
at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. in the USC 
School of Music Recital Hall, located at 813 
Assembly St. 
OPERA ● Continued from 5
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The Charleston (top), smothered with pimento cheese 
and pecan-smoked bacon, is one of Burger Tavern 77’s 
Tavern Traditions. Customers can also create their own 
custom burgers with a choice of up to four toppings.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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ADDITIONAL INFO
ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
DEADLINE
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available 
for addt’l cost
Noon, 1 business day 
prior to publication
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30 
characters
LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line
HOUSING
The Retreat - 2 Bed/2 Bath 
(repeat ad in Friday issues only)
A perfect neighborhood for student 
housing offering security, safety, 
and fun.  803-553-2842 Hunt & 
Assoc. Real Estate www.HuntLLC.
com Info@HuntLLC.com
Place On the Greene Condo  
Nice oversized 2 bdrm/2 bath 
condo just up from Starbucks!  
Price includes great kitchen with 
disposal, micro, dishwasher, stove 
and frig. Long barstool counter. 
Huge bed/bath. Washer/ dryer 
and H2O included. Great 5th floor 
location with lovely  view off the 
balcony. Condo is BIG! $950 mo. 
Perfect for 2 roommates. Unit is 
available August 1st. Please call 
Mike at 413-2516 to look at it. No 
pets.2002 Greene St. Thanks!  :-)
Email adzonni@aol.com
HOUSING
616 Laurel Street.  4BR/2BA house 
located near campus and Vista.  
Full appliances, phone/cable in 
all rooms.  Great for 4 college 
students.  $1,400/mth.  Available 
7/1/12.  Call (803) 422-5704 for 
more info.
OPPORTUNITIES
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No 
Experience Nec.Training  Available. 
800-965-6520 Ext253
EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving 
counselors tgo teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)4844-8080 
apply: campcedar.com
EMPLOYMENT
Want to make $20/hr and meet 
new people? Buy textbooks during 
finals week. 803.446.0757
Full Time Front Office Personnel
Downtown Columbia medical 
practice is searching for a full-time 
staff member.  Ideal candidate 
will have a great personality, 
great communication skills as 
well as very intergetic.  Duties 
include working with patients as 
they check into and out of our 
office for medical care.  Good 
computer skills is a  must as 
additional duties include verifying 
patient insurance and obtaining 
prior authorizations for medical 
treatment. Office is open Monday 
through Thursday.  Please email 
resume with availability and salary 
requirements to:  
smccord@physicianservicessc.
com
EMPLOYMENT
Daycamp, Gymnastics, and 
Cheer Instructors wanted at 
Palmetto Athletic Center
PAC is seeking energetic and 
positive instructors for our summer 
daycamps, gymnastics, and cheer/
tumbling programs.   Please 
visit pacstaff.com, click on the 
employment link, and email your 
application and or resume to 
gm.pacsc@gmail.com.  Contact us 
at 951 2090 with any questions.  
Email mhmacklen@gmail.com
EMPLOYMENT
Make this summer different!!
The YMCA of Columbia is on the
hunt for AMAZING staff to
mentor campers at our 4 day  
camp locations. More info
at www.columbiaymca.org!
Interviews ending soon!
HOROSCOPES
Aries 
Think it over before 
making a change. Check 
the facts. Go over your 
lists again, and postpone 
travel or big expenses. 
Stick to simple tasks. 
You’re clever with words.
Taurus 
A friend of a friend 
is a big help. Get some 
physical exercise. Don’t 
dip into savings. Learn 
from resistance. Don’t 
launch any new endeavors 
just yet.
Gemini 
Money is f lowing, so 
keep an eye on the budget 
or be tempted to blow 
it al l on spontaneous 
luxury (rather than those 
necessities you’ve been 
saving for). Get them on 
sale.
Cancer 
Work  beh i nd  t he 
scenes and travel later. 
A secret is itching to be 
shared. Build energy, 
a n d  r e s e a r c h  t h e 
background. Save up 
and prepare. Baby steps 
get you a long ways.
Leo 
It’s important to show 
you care. Take a walk 
toget her,  somewhere 
love ly.  Sha re  a  n ice 
experience, and get some 
exercise: It’s a win-win. 
Turn your phone off.
Virgo 
Passions st i r.  Take 
advantage, and capture 
them on f ilm, canvas, 
paper or your hard drive. 
Work i ng up a  sweat 
provides contemplation 
and release. Stay thrifty.
Libra 
Y o u ’ r e  i n  t h e 
l imelight and things 
could get confusing, 
especially around love 
and money. Listen to 
the one who tells the 
truth. Find an answer 
in meditation.
Scorpio 
A d v e n t u r e  t i m e 
a g a i n !  T h e r e  a r e 
dragons to slay and 
ha ng i ng br idges  to 
cross. You could just 
stay at home, but then 
w h o  w i l l  s a v e  t h e 
villagers?
Sagittarius 
You’re in the middle 
of a pract ical phase. 
Creat iv it y comes in 
handy. If at f irst you 
fail, don’t worry. There 
is a lot to learn from 
the experience.
Capricorn 
When the going gets 
tough, it helps to stick 
together. Don’t fall for 
the negative thoughts. 
Listen instead to those 
who support you. Take 
regular breaks.
Aquarius 
St ick to your plan 
and to what worked 
b e f o r e .  D o n ’ t  g e t 
d ist racted, and rake 
in the prof it s.  Only 
go for cost-ef fect ive 
strategies, and don’t 
gamble your winnings.
Pisces 
Romance is here to 
stay (at least for the 
weekend). Make sure 
you u nderst and t he 
ins t r uc t ions  before 
moving forward. Now 
your creativity counts 
double. 
@thegamecock
ACROSS
1 Totally
10 Rigs on the road
15 Annual All-
American Soap
Box Derby site
16 Old French
capital?
17 One may be
marching
18 Keyboardist who
founded Return
to Forever
19 Rembrandt
van __
20 Certain protests
22 “Friends” actress,
familiarly
23 Spread __
26 Pmt.-lowering
option
27 Lacking a partner
28 Blessed event?
30 Italy’s Como, per
esempio
32 Rug with a long
pile
33 Fancy layer
35 “__ out!”
36 Giant in a 2000
merger
37 1980s Screen
Actors Guild
president
40 “The Complaint
of Peace”
essayist, 1521
42 Eastern Med.
country
43 Ophelia’s niece,
in “Uncle Tom’s
Cabin”
44 TV Stone Age pet
45 Court ﬁ gs.
46 Lacking
48 Town across the
Connecticut River
from Springﬁ eld,
Mass.
52 Ring support
53 Baker’s meas.
55 Puck’s eatery
56 Veep before LBJ
57 Candy heart
phrase
59 Gnarly
60 Big name in
insurance
62 One of two in a
historic 1869
Utah meeting
65 “Sharky’s
Machine” author
66 Classroom
concern
67 Wee hr.
68 Deliberate
DOWN
1 Buffalo skaters
2 “Tumbleweeds”
cartoonist
3 Fruit in a knock-
knock
joke
4 Negatives
5 Cannes duo
6 Picnic trash
7 2011 Canadian
Open champ
Sean
8 Architectural
support
9 “Chariots of Fire”
executive
producer
10 E-7 Army
personnel
11 Ranch closing?
12 Mint family herb
13 “Help me”
14 Checkout counter
newspaper
fodder
21 Gulf of Guinea
country
24 Staying power
25 Web issues
29 Raise
31 Asian swingers
34 Sends
37 Poe poem written
at the time of the
California Gold
Rush
38 Cardplayer’s
request
39 Type of ballot
41 Suds source
47 Cochlea shape
49 Underground
home
50 Two-time U.S.
Open champ
51 Unassuming
54 Nighttime
disturbance, at
times
57 Healer
58 Cologne
conclusion
61 New Deal home
loan gp.
63 Trendy
64 “Double
Fantasy”
artist
03/30/12
Solutions from 03/29/12
03/30/12
1 2 3 4
for 03/29/12
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Columbia Charlotte Shuttle
The Charlotte Airport Just Got CloserHey
 
Stud
ents
!
JUNIOR BREAKFAST
BURRITO
AVAILABLE LATE NIGHT
STARTING AT 10:30 PM—THURSDAY THRU SUNDAY MORNING
FIVE POINTS — NEXT TO WALGREEN’S
WOODHILL MALL — NEXT TO TARGET
TODAY
GOOD CLEAN FUN W/ SHAUN CONLEY 
AND ADAM COOK 
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, $5 
Conundrum Music Hall, 
626 Meeting St. 
“WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT KEVIN” 
3 p.m. / 5:30 p.m. / 8 p.m.,  
$6.50 students / 
$7.50 general admission 
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St. 
TOMORROW
OPERA AT USC PRESENTS: 
AN EVENING OF ONE ACTS 
7:30 p.m., Free 
School of Music Recital Hall, 
813 Assembly St. 
BAKER & BAKER: ART OF MUSIC 
CONCERT WITH JACQUELINE SCHWAB 
2 p.m., Free with admission 
Columbia Museum of Art, 
1515 Main St. 
TODAY
VEARA, A BRIGHTER LIFE, 
VERSUS THE ROBOT
7 p.m., $7
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
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I n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r 
th is weekend’s ser ies at 
Vanderbilt, South Carolina 
coach Ray Tanner told his 
team about the last time the 
Gamecocks started 1-5 in 
conference play. 
In 2003, USC rebounded 
from the slow SEC start and 
advanced to the postseason, 
eventually playing in the 
College World Series. With 
the Gamecocks 1-5 in the 
SEC this year, Tanner is 
hopeful they can right the 
ship, but it has to start in 
Nashville, Tenn. 
“We’re not in a situation 
where we have to run the 
table, but [we] have to win 
some series,” Tanner said. 
“There’s eight of them left, 
and we have to win a bunch 
of them to get us in the 
position we want to be in. 
That’s perspective, but it’s 
also reality.”
Ta n ner  rea l i z e s  how 
important momentum is 
for young college players, 
e m p h a s i z i n g  t h a t  t h e 
Gamecocks need to start 
winning SEC series now 
so they can put themselves 
in a position to get hot at 
the right time, like his 2003 
team.
With that, Tanner has 
been encouraged by the 
group’s conf idence right 
now. USC played well but 
has been challenged by an 
undefeated Kentucky squad 
and No. 1 Florida. 
“I think there’s a litt le 
bit more confi dence in the 
clubhouse than maybe I 
anticipated,” Tanner said. “I 
think our guys understand 
that we’re not a bad team. 
We didn’t win a couple of 
games in the league that we 
felt like we could have won 
or should have won but we 
didn’t, and I think that’s 
where they are. I think it’s 
going to come back to us.”
I n  t he  ser ie s  lo s s  to 
Florida, pitcher Matt Price 
was on the mound in Game 
3 with the Gamecocks tied 
in the top of the ninth. He 
walked one batter and hit 
another before allowing a 
two-out triple that gave the 
Gators a lead they wouldn’t 
lose. 
T hou g h  Ta n ne r  w a s 
disappointed with the loss, 
he said he st ill felt good 
about the player on the 
mound, which is why he still 
has Price in the “bullpen 
with an aster isk .” Pr ice 
began the season as the 
Game 2 weekend starter. 
“If we don’t maximize 
t he  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r 
him in the bullpen, then 
there’s no reason for him 
to sit  down there — he 
needs to come out,” Tanner 
said. “I chatted with him a 
little bit yesterday before 
pract ice. I was sitt ing in 
the stands prior to practice, 
and I cal led him over. I 
said, ‘Matt, what are you 
thinking?’ He started going 
through a scenario with 
me about the bullpen and 
opportunities. He explained 
it for about f ive minutes, 
and I said, ‘That’s exactly 
what I was thinking. Go 
back to  what  you were 
doing.’”
Pr ice  told Tan ner he 
w a n t e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o 
decide some games at the 
end, and if that’s not the 
case, then he’ll pitch as a 
starter. Essentially, if the 
Gamecocks are deep into 
Friday’s game and it’s close, 
they’ll go to Price to fi nish , 
but if they don’t need him 
in that role, he might be an 
option to start Saturday.
Michael Roth and Colby 
Holmes wil l remain the 
starters for Game 1 and 
Game 3, respectively, but 
the Saturday starter is listed 
as to be determined . Tanner 
said Forrest Koumas, who 
star ted Game 2 aga inst 
Florida, could be an option, 
but the staff has also looked 
at freshman Evan Beal for 
the role.
On the of fensive end, 
Tanner hasn’t been pleased 
with how the Gamecocks 
h ave  h it  w it h  r u n ner s 
in scor ing posit ion. He 
referenced hits with runners 
in scoring position that have 
been good hits, but have 
been good defensive plays 
by the opponent. Tanner 
has stressed to his team 
having more quality at-bats 
with runners on, but said 
there’s no precise formula 
to remedy it.
With eight SEC series 
left, Tanner doesn’t expect 
his team to run the table, 
just as he didn’t expect them 
to do that at the start of the 
season, but he said there 
is a priorit y on winning 
most of those conference 
games. Since Vanderbilt has 
just two conference wins, 
it f inds itself in the same 
position.
“I think this weekend, 
i t ’ s  a  s u p e r - r e g i o n a l 
atmosphere,” Tanner said. 
“It’s survive and let’s go. 
I’m sure they feel a little bit 
like we do in that you’ve got 
to get it done now. It’s OK 
to play that way as long as 
you don’t let your emotions 
become negative.” 
Isabelle Khurshudyan
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Matt Price ‘in the 
bullpen with an 
asterisk’ for series
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Gilmore, Allen improve NFL Draft stock
When cornerback Stephon Gilmore signed with 
South Carolina, the Gamecocks had fi nished the 
prior season at a 7-6  mark that culminated with a 
31-10 loss to Iowa in the Outback Bowl. 
In Gilmore’s three years, USC has ascended 
to national signifi cance, as it played for the SEC 
Championship in 2010 and won a school-record 11 
games in the 2011–12 season . Because of that, and 
some other factors, Gilmore felt it was time for him 
to move on, choosing to forgo his senior season and 
declare for the NFL Draft.
“I did all I could do for the university,” Gilmore 
said. “I practiced hard, I played hard and I recruited 
when I could. I think I gave my all to the University 
of South Carolina.”
Gilmore has now given his all to raising his draft 
stock, as some of his NFL Combine times were 
so good that he didn’t feel the need to participate 
in some drills at USC’s Pro Timing Day. At 
the combine in Indianapolis, Gilmore had the 
third-fastest 40-yard dash time of defensive backs , 
running a 4.4, so he opted not to run the 40 at 
Pro Day. His broad jump at Indianapolis was a 
solid mark of 10 feet 3 inches . Though Gilmore is 
confi dent he’s a fi rst-round corner, he said he’ll “just 
cross my fi ngers and hope to be drafted in the fi rst 
round.”
For Pro Day, Gilmore wanted to show that he 
had fl uid hips and can come out of his breaks well, 
so he only participated in secondary drills. While 
Gilmore was able to just go off most of his combine 
numbers, defensive back Antonio Allen wanted to 
improve his measurables after his strong senior 
season. Allen played spur linebacker for South 
Carolina, so scouts wanted to see Allen catch the 
deep ball, as he participated in drills with the 
secondary. He also cut a tenth of a second off his 
40-yard dash time to get himself at an unoffi cial 
4.55.
“I heard I had tight hips, so they wanted to see me 
get my hips more open,” Allen said.
Part of the reason for Allen’s improved numbers 
is that he felt more comfortable at Williams-
Brice Stadium, where he was joined by current 
Gamecocks, other teammates hoping to be drafted 
and former players, some of whom are currently in 
the NFL or formerly play professionally. Gilmore 
credited the family atmosphere at Pro Day to the 
better leadership the program has seen over the 
past several years. The crowd on the fi eld almost 
outnumbered the crowd in the stands, but Allen was 
surprised to see fans at all, as he thought Pro Days 
are usually closed to the public.
For Gilmore, fans weren’t necessarily supportive 
of his decision to enter the NFL Draft, as next 
year’s team would have been stronger with him 
on the fi eld than without him. But after Gilmore’s 
performance in both the NFL Combine and Pro 
Day, more fans are coming to the realization that 
it was a good decision for him. Gilmore has visits 
scheduled with 16 teams in the coming weeks.
“People are going to have their opinions, but I 
know what I can do,” Gilmore said. “I made that 
decision. I think I did well from then, and I think 
I’m going to do well at the next level.”
After spring practice Thursday, USC coach 
Steve Spurrier was excited for all of the players who 
participated in the Pro Day, as it was one of the 
largest group of NFL scouts that USC had at the 
event in Spurrier’s seven seasons. He said in talking 
to the scouts, the Gamecocks could have three fi rst-
round draft picks in Gilmore, wide receiver Alshon 
Jeffery and defensive lineman Melvin Ingram. 
For both Allen and Gilmore, playing in the NFL 
has been something they’ve dreamt about for most 
of their lives, so this time leading up to it could 
decide where they’re chosen and the size of their 
contract.
“Hopefully it’s a lot of zeroes,” Allen said. 
Gamecocks hope to rebound at Vanderbilt
Defensive backs cut down 40 time, 
show fl uidity in position drills
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Former USC cornerback Stephon Gilmore did not run the 40-yard dash Wednesday after his time at the NFL combine.
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South Carolina pitcher Matt Price will be used as needed in the weekend’s series at Vanderbilt. If 
the game Friday is close, then Price will be used as a closer, but he could start Saturday if not used.
